
writes, "Whoso hath this 
world's goods, and be-
holdeth his brother in need, 
and shutteth up his compas-
sion from him, how doth the 
love of God abide in him? 
My little children, let us not 
love in word, neither with 
the tongue; but in deed and 
truth" (I John 3:17, 18.) 

 

The apostle Paul summarizes 
our love for neighbor as it 
ought to be expressed in 
deeds when he said: 
"Through love be servants 

one to another. For the 
whole law is fulfilled in one 
word, even in his: Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thy-
self" (Gal. 5:13, 14). And 
then again, "So then, as we 
have opportunity, let us 
work that which is good to-
ward all men, and especially 
toward them that are of the 
household of the faith" (Gal. 
6:10). 

 

God forbid that we pay mere 
lip-service to these great re-
sponsibilities. Let us never 

be so presumptuous as to 
think that we can fulfill them 
with sentiment and empty 
words. The test of our love 
for God and neighbor is in 
our submission to the laws 
or commandments, by which 
these relationships have 
been regulated. There is no 
other test. By this, we shall 
stand or fall in the day of 
judgment. 

 

Truth Magazine 1:1, pp. 1, 
17, October 1956 
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Jesus was once approached 
by a lawyer, who asked Him 
this question: "Teacher, 
which is the great com-
mandment in the law?" Je-
sus replied: "Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy 
heart, and with all thy soul, 
and with all thy mind. This is 
the great and first com-
mandment. And a second 

like unto it is this, Thou shalt 
love thy neighbor as thy-
self" (Matt. 22:35-39). 

 

Here is declared the founda-
tion principle by which 
men's relationships with 
God and with one another 
are to be regulated. That 
principle is love. It was so 
recognized in the law of Mo-
ses as is plainly shown in 

Deuteronomy 6:5 and Leviti-
cus 19:18, from which Jesus 
made his quotations. It is 
likewise basic and funda-
mental in the New Covenant 
through which men must 
serve God now. 

 

Love For God 

In stressing the principle of 
love toward God, Jesus did 
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not mean that the sacrifices 
and other obligations of the 
Jew were not literally re-
quired, nor that disobedi-
ence to the gospel would be 
overlooked by God. He did 
not mean that a filial atti-
tude of heart or mind upon 
the part of a sinner will ren-
der him approved, without 
obedience to the things up-
on which God has condi-
tioned the forgiveness of 
sin. 

 

Love that is genuine will al-
ways be expressed in deeds. 
The only adequate expres-
sion of the sinner's love for 
God is his full obedience to 
the things which God has 
enjoined upon him. He who 
refuses or neglects such 
obedience may well expect 
his profession of love to be 
rejected with these words: 
"Why call ye me, Lord, Lord, 
and do not the things which 
I say?" (Luke 6:46). 

 

That love demands obedi-
ence is plainly stated in 
many passages of the New 

Testament. In John 14:15, 
Jesus said, "If ye love me, ye 
will keep my command-
ments." Again in verse 21 of 
the same chapter: "He that 
hath my commandments, 
and keepeth them, he it is 
that loveth me...shall be 
loved of my Father, and I 
will love him and will mani-
fest myself unto him." These 
words are too simple to be 
misunderstood. 

 

It should also be noted that 
obedience to God is not on-
ly a fruit, but also a root -
both an effect and a cause, 
as shown in the latter part 
of John 14:21. Our obedi-
ence not only expresses ad-
equately our love for God, 
but as a result it incurs the 
continuing love and bless-
ings of the Heavenly Father. 

 

The pattern of salvation, 
through love, as revealed in 
these passages is this:  

 

1. God loved the sinner and 
gave His Son as an atone-

ment for sin (John 3:16). 

 

2. When the sinner learns of 
God's love and the sacrifice 
made for him, his heart fills 
with love for God (I John 
4:19), and thus he seeks 
God's will. 

 

3. Having learned God's will, 
he hastens to obey the 
things enjoined upon him. 

 

4. As a consequence of his 
affection and love for God, 
expressed by his obedience, 
he now dwells with the 
mantle of God's continuing 
love and favor upon him. 

 

While our love for God can-
not be properly shown in 
rites, manners and works of 
our own choosing, neither 
can it be done by a ritualis-
tic performance of the 
things ordained of God. It 
must be a full obedience to 
the expressed will of God, 
motivated and impelled by a 
love which will make every 
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sacrifice and endure every 
hardship which may be laid 
upon us. 

 

Love For Neighbor 

We now turn to a considera-
tion of the second great 
commandment, namely: 
Love For Neighbor. As love 
for God is to be the 
prompting principle regu-
lating our relationship with 
God, so must love be the 
governing principle in our 
dealings with our fellow-
men. As love for God re-
quires action, so does love 
for neighbor. These rules of 
action are found in the word 
of God. Some of them are 
negative, while others are 
positive. 

 

The apostle Paul points out 
how love for neighbor is 
shown by the observance of 
negative commands, in Ro-
mans 13:8-10. We qpote: 
"For this, Thou shalt not 
commit adultery, Thou shalt 
not kill, Thou shalt not steal, 
Thou shalt not covet, and if 

there be any other com-
mandment, it is summed up 
in this word, namely: Thou 
shalt love thy neighbor as 
thyself. Love worketh no ill 
to his neighbor: love there-
fore is the fulfillment of the 
law." 

 

From this we learn that love 
for neighbor requires that 
one respect his neighbor's 
wife. She belongs to him. It 

furthermore requires that 
he respect his neighbor's 
life. He must not take it. 
Likewise his goods and 
property must be neither 
coveted nor stolen. These 
and all other such com-
mandments regulating hu-
man relationships are ful-
filled in this: "Love worketh 
no ill to his neighbor." 

 

Of course, love for neighbor 
also involves certain positive 
actions. In the first place it 
demands that we be impar-
tial in our dealings and asso-
ciations with men whether 
they be rich or poor, of high 
or lowly estate. James says: 
"If ye fulfill the royal law, 
according to the scripture, 
Thou shalt love thy neighbor 
as thyself, . . . but if ye have 
respect of persons, ye com-
mit sin, being convicted by 
the law as transgres-
sors" (James 2:8, 9). 

 

Love for neighbor will also 
prompt us to share our ma-
terial blessings with those 
who are in need. John 

And he said to him, “You 

shall love the Lord your 

God with all your heart 

and with all your soul 

and with all your mind. 

This is the great and first 

commandment. And a 

second is like it: You shall 

love your neighbor as 

yourself. On these two 

commandments depend 

all the Law and the 

Prophets.” 

Matthew 22:37-40 


